
MANIFESTO
Music is a fundamental cultural asset, a means of expression and source of wellbeing to which everyone is entitled. “Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.” UN Declaration of Human Rights Article 27. 
Older people and especially those with dementia are often excluded from access to music.  Factors that limit access to music include: stigma, ageism, digital exclusion, restrictions in residential and hospital settings or lack of knowledge and training on the potential of music for dementia. 
We support local, national and global actions to overcome barriers and facilitate access to music for all older people. Systemic change is needed to increase access to music amongst older people in all countries and all places, whether in their own homes or in group care settings.


